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The Word of the Lord from 2 Corinthians 6: “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 

day of salvation.” This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

It requires much patience, this life, for there is much to try patience. It is a life of 
tribulations. At times, it means being in need. It means distress. Sometimes, it comes in the form 

of stripes and beatings, a public whipping for nothing else than saying what is true—the pain and 
the shame must be tremendous, and I think we’d naturally worry about the damage to our 

reputations. The stripes could be followed by ostracism or imprisonment. There might be 

tumults—sometimes riots in the streets. It might mean scarcity of food. No doubt, there are 
sleepless nights. No doubt, the labor is hard and often unrewarded.  

 
It is a life that seeks a certain way. Although the world throws every threat and distracting 

temptation your way, it means seeking to live in purity, which requires immense dedication. 

Where many would declare ignorance is bliss, it means pursuing the knowledge and making it 
known to others. Where so many events test patience and endurance, it means longsuffering—

when it really means suffering long. Where assaulted, it means to turn the other cheek and 
answer with kindness.  

 
Despite your best efforts, it is a life of being misunderstood. Seeking to live in a certain way 

that honors principles, means being dishonored by the world. It means a good report from some 

for what you say, and receiving an evil report from others for the exact same thing. It means 
being regarded as a deceiver for telling the truth. It means being dismissed as a nobody, yet 

being well-known enough to be denounced.  
 

And, strangely enough, it means dying while still living and being chastened but not killed. It 

means being sorrowful, but rejoicing in the midst of sorrow. It means being poor, at least for a 
while, while making others rich.  

 
So this life is one of patient endurance, suffering, and sometimes joy. All of this is certainly 

the case; but so far, what I’ve described from the text isn’t unique to Christians. It’s the standard 

Hollywood plotline about a young man who is trying to escape the life of street gangs and start a 
better way of life. It’s the story of a mid-major football team seeking respect from the big bad 

BCS conferences, or the girl waiting tables in Hollywood while living on ramen noodles and 
waiting for her big showbiz break. It could be the description of foot soldiers seeking to keep 

peace in Bosnia or Baghdad; but it could also describe the true believers who followed Mao 
Zedong and sought to turn China into a communist nation. So far, it could describe the life of an 

apostle, seeking to introduce the Gospel to a pagan society; but it could also describe the life of a 

heretic, seeking to introduce false teaching into the Church. It could describe the spiritual journey 
of a Buddhist or the faith experience of the Gnostic New-Ager. 

 
It describes you, too. These are pretty much universal themes of life, whether you stand for 

what is godly or not. You live a life that requires patience, because you’ll face tribulation and 

need and worry. As long as you stand for anything at all, many won’t understand you and some 
are going to oppose you. Even if no one opposes you in your goals and intentions, your own 

sinful flesh is going to get tired and sick and discouraged and hurt. There’s going to be joy and 
suffering both along the way. 

 



Yes, all of this describes just about anyone who is striving to achieve some sort of goal or 

accomplish something new. 
 

So if all this so far describes just about anyone, what is it about this life that our text 
describes which makes it stand out from the rest? 

 

The easy answer is Jesus, of course. The difference between any other “life journey” (if we 
want to use that term) and the Christian’s pilgrimage is that the Christian follows the one true 

God with the hope of eternal life in heaven. That is true, and that is good. But our text has more 
good news to say: 

 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

 

And: “having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 
 

In this world, all sorts of endeavors are iffy propositions. You may or may not make the 
team. You may or may not get the business up and running. You may or may not get the 

initiative passed. It’s uncertain, and time and chance happeneth to them all. But here is what our 

text proclaims to you, dear Christian: as you make your way through this life, heaven is not a 
goal you may or may not reach. Heaven is already yours. All of God’s gifts are already yours. 

 
Now is the accepted time—now is the day of salvation. God’s Word does not declare that the 

kingdom of heaven will be yours someday, but that it is yours even now. That is why, although 
you may have little or nothing in this world, you possess all things. 

 

How can this be—how can heaven be yours when your life here is not yet done? It is so 
because the price for your salvation has been fully paid. Jesus has won grace and every blessing 

for you by His work. And what was that work? It culminated in this: “[God] made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Memorize that 

verse and ponder it often. Heaven is yours, and it is yours already, because God made His Son to 

be sin for you: He piled all of your sin upon His own beloved Son and damned Him in your place 
before raising Him on the third day. And because Jesus has been made sin for you at the cross, 

you are now righteous before God in Him. 
 

The price is paid for your salvation—it is completely paid. Heaven is yours now. Right now, 

you are like a king or queen visiting a foreign land: you cannot see your kingdom, but it is yours 
all the same. You are like the 12-year-old heir of a vast fortune held in trust: all the riches of 

heaven are yours, even though you do not yet see them. Having nothing, in Christ you possess 
all things. 

 
Now is the day of salvation. 

 

Therefore, do not think or live as if salvation is not already yours. To do so is to tacitly 
confess that something must still be done for you to be saved—that Jesus hasn’t done enough by 

His death and resurrection.  
 

Likewise, do not dare to think that, since salvation is already yours, that you may live in 

whatever sin you like. A king who gives up his throne for immorality while in a foreign land never 
reaches his kingdom. A teenage heir who destroys his life by sinful behavior never enjoys the 

fortune that is already his. Salvation is already yours—it is not yours to gain because it is already 
gained. It is, however, yours to lose if you turn unrepentantly to sin.  

 



One more bit of law this night: do not confuse your experiences in life with God’s grace. In 

other words, do not think that you are a Christian because you have dedicated your living to him, 
or because you suffer hardship, want, distress or tribulation. You ought to live a life pleasing to 

God, but your dedication doesn’t earn sonship in His kingdom. You will encounter trials, of 
course; but so do many others. And, in fact, some believe that they are good Christians because 

they bring suffering upon themselves. You are not a Christian because you suffer. You are a 

Christian because Christ has suffered for you. And as He gives salvation to you now, He gives 
other gifts so that you might reach your eternal destination and see Him in glory: even now, He 

gives you the Holy Spirit, His sincere love, His Word of truth, God’s power and the armor of 
righteousness on the right hand and on the left. 

 
This is a fitting epistle for Ash Wednesday. As you journey through this season of penitence 

toward the joy of Easter, you understand that life is a journey of struggle and sin, penitence and 

joy. But while you wait to see the kingdom of heaven, you rejoice that it is already yours for 
Jesus’ sake, who was made sin for you so that you might be righteous in Him. Tonight, He does 

not say, “Take and eat, this is My body so that one day you will be forgiven.” No, by His Word 
and Supper tonight, He declares not “you will be forgiven;” but even now, you are forgiven for all 

of your sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.   

 
Amen 

 



 


